NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR HUMAN GENOME RESEARCH
MEETING SUMMARY
September 14-15, 2020

The Open Session of the 915! meeting of the National Advisory Council for Human Genome
Research (NACHGR) was convened virtually by Zoom at 11:30 PM on Monday, September 14,
2020. Dr. Eric Green, Director of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI),
called the meeting to order.

The meeting was open to the public from 11:30 AM — 4:00 PM on September 14, 2020. In
accordance with the provisions of Public Law 92-463, the meeting was closed to the public from
4:00 PM until adjournment on September 14, 2020 and from 12:00 PM until adjournment on
September 15, 2020 for the review, discussion, and evaluation of grant applications.
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Natalie Pino, ERP
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OTHERS PRESENT FOR ALL OR A PORTION OF THE MEETING:

Michael Lauer, Office of the NIH Director

INTRODUCTION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS, NHGRI STAFF,

LIAISONS, AND GUESTS

Dr. Rudy Pozzatti began the Open Session with the introduction of new members of the NHGRI

staff, liaisons, and guests, which can be found at: [link]

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Council approved the May 2020 Meeting minutes by a unanimous vote.

FUTURE NACHGR MEETING DATES

February 22-23, 2021
May 17-18, 2021
September 13-14, 2021
February 7-8, 2022
May 16-17, 2022
September 19-20, 2022

DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Dr. Eric Green gave his Director’s Report, which included a series of updates about
NHGRI, NIH, and the broader genomics research community. A video of his presentation
and the slides are available at: [link]

PRESENTATION - Foreign Interference on Research Integrity: NIH Experience and Advice —
Dr. Michael Lauer

Dr. Lauer, Deputy Director of the NIH Office of Extramural Research, gave a presentation on
foreign interference on NIH research integrity. Dr. Lauer described three recently identified
forms of foreign interference: undisclosed research support, undisclosed conflict of interest, and
violations of the NIH peer-review process. He described examples of recent cases of


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idgXbVLS5Bo&list=PL1ay9ko4A8slz2J3LK9DI2Idqc0-Z4d2K
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2GjwqHVWtI&list=PL1ay9ko4A8slz2J3LK9DI2Idqc0-Z4d2K&index=2
https://www.genome.gov/sites/default/files/media/files/2020-09/Directors_Report_September2020.pdf
https://www.genome.gov/event-calendar/91st-Meeting-of-National-Advisory-Council-for-Human-Genome-Research

undisclosed research support that occurred through the “Thousand Talents Program” sponsored
by the People’s Republic of China. A trans-government effort to investigate the extent of these
types of violations is ongoing. The Office of Science and Technology Policy is working on
guidance and educational materials for institutions and investigators to help them understand
the current problems and mitigate any future situations.

A video of Dr. Lauer’s presentation and the related discussion can be found here: [link]

CONCEPT CLEARANCE - Predoctoral to Postdoctoral Transition Award (F99/K00) to Promote
Diversity — PAR — Dr. Luis Cubano

Dr. Luis Cubano presented the Predoctoral to Postdoctoral Transition Award to Promote
Diversity concept. The concept was developed in response to a report and a set of
recommendations from the NHGRI Training Task Force to expand the scope of NHGRI’s
training program and to increase the diversity of the genomics workforce. The concept is
designed to support individuals as they complete their graduate education in genomics with a
two-year F99 award and transition to a postdoctoral fellowship position with a three-year KOO
award.

NACHGR Members approved the concept unanimously. A video of Dr. Cubano’s presentation
and the related discussion can be found here: [link]

CONCEPT CLEARANCE - Short-Term Research Career Enhancement Award for Established
Investigators (K18) to Promote Diversity — PAR — Dr. Luis Cubano

Dr. Cubano presented the Short-Term Research Career Enhancement Award for Established
Investigators to Promote Diversity concept. This concept is designed to provide investigators
from diverse backgrounds with short-term training experiences to strengthen their ability to
apply for longer-term research grants in genomics. Candidates could be genomic investigators
seeking to enrich their existing genomic research activities or investigators working in other
fields who want to acquire training and experience in genomics research.

NACHGR Members approved the concept unanimously. A video of Dr. Cubano’s presentation
and the related discussion can be found here: [link]

PRESENTATION — Perspectives in Comparative Genomics and Evolution — Dr. Elinor Karlsson

Dr. Elinor Karlsson, Director of the Vertebrate Genomics Institute at the Broad Institute, gave a
presentation on important insights offered by comparative genomics, a field that seeks to
identify the similarities and differences among the Earth’s estimated 10-14 million species. Dr.
Karlsson highlighted the application of comparative genomics to human health, scientific
innovation, and agricultural and environmental conservation. Identifying conserved regions of
the genomes among different species can allow researchers to make inferences about a gene’s
function or a certain species’ susceptibility to disease. Dr. Karlsson also highlighted a number of
challenges in the field, including the trans-disciplinary nature of this research and the limited
pool of appropriately trained investigators working in this research area.

A video of Dr. Karlsson’s presentation and the related discussion can be found here: [link]
PRESENTATION — ELSI Research Activities across NIH — Dr. Lawrence Brody

Dr. Larry Brody gave an overview of ethical, legal, and social implications (ELSI) research in
genetics and genomics across the NIH. NHGRI is congressionally mandated to spend 5% of its
research budget on ELSI research. In Fiscal Year 2020, NHGRI provided approximately $22M
to fund 65 ELSI grants. ELSI research in genetics and genomics is supported by other NIH
institutes through joint-institute program announcements or notices of special interest. Most


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-xIjTWvK0c&list=PL1ay9ko4A8slz2J3LK9DI2Idqc0-Z4d2K&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LfONDF30vU&list=PL1ay9ko4A8slz2J3LK9DI2Idqc0-Z4d2K&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XMlUWH7LhU&list=PL1ay9ko4A8slz2J3LK9DI2Idqc0-Z4d2K&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5CHfCIOPGI&list=PL1ay9ko4A8slz2J3LK9DI2Idqc0-Z4d2K&index=6

non-NHGRI-funded ELSI research in genetics and genomics is funded by NICHD and NCI.
Other NIH institutes also provide funding for ELSI research in genetics and genomics as a result
of their related interests in research in the behavioral and social sciences and bioethics more
broadly.

A video of Dr. Brody’s presentation and the related discussion can be found here: [link]
COUNCIL-INITIATED DISCUSSION

Council members requested a presentation at the February 2021 Council meeting on the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic on NHGRI programs and grantees, along with the broader NIH.
Council members noted a variety of important changes caused by the pandemic that could have
an impact on the research community, including postponed or suspended research activities,
decreased productivity due to lockdowns, or disrupted research findings due to novel or
unexpected circumstances. Council members expressed hope this assessment would help
NHGRI respond to the needs of the research community in Fiscal Year 2021 and beyond.

A video of the Council-initiated discussion can be found here: [link]
CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT

Dr. Rudy Pozzatti read the Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest Policy to Council and asked
the members to sign the conflict of interest forms provided to them. Council Members will
absent themselves from the meeting when the Council discusses applications from their own
institutions or when a conflict of interest may occur for other reasons.

REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS

In the Closed Session, the NACHGR reviewed 167 applications, requesting $90,982,367 (direct
costs). The applications included: 86 research project applications (R01, R03, R15, R21, or
RM1); 23 cooperative agreement applications (U01, UM1, U24, or U41); 14 career development
or career transition applications (K99/R00, K01, or K08); 3 conference applications (R13); 6
education applications (R25); 20 SBIR Phase | applications (R43); 9 SBIR Phase Il applications
(R44); and 6 STTR Phase 1 application (R41).

This NACHGR Meeting Summary document was prepared by Natalie Pino, NHGRI Scientific
Program Analyst.
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Executive Secretary
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National Advisory Council for Human Genome Research

This report was approved by the NACHGR on 2/22/2021
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